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WHC Nomination Documentation

File name:        267.pdf UNESCO Region    EUROPA

SITE NAME  ("TITLE")     Old City of Berne

DATE OF INSCRIPTION ("SUBJECT")     9/12/1983

STATE PARTY ("AUTHOR")      SWITZERLAND

CRITERIA ("KEY WORDS")      C (iii)

DECISION OF THE WORLD HERITAGE COMMITTEE:
7th Session
The Old City of Berne was inscribed on the World Heritage List. While taking account of the
significant modifications that have been made since its foundation in the 12th Century, the
Committee considered that it constituted a positive example of how a mediaeval urban
structure can be adapted to fulfill functions which are increasingly complex, notably the
function of a capital city of a modern State.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION:
Founded in the 12th century on a hill site surrounded by the Aar River, Berne became the
Swiss capital in 1848. The buildings in the old city, from a variety of periods, include16th-
century arcades and fountains. The major part of the Medieval town was renovated in the 18th
century but its original character was preserved.

1.b. State, province or region:   Canton of Berne

1.d  Exact location:    Between the following co-ordinates:
                                   599’900 - 601’600 / 199’400 - 199’900
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