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Legal bases governing the exploitation of films in Switzerland (Film Act, FiA; Film Ordinance, FiO)        (Date of publication: October 2016) 

 
1. Registration/declaration by companies subject to the statutory reporting requirement 

 

 Types of exploitation 

CINEMA SCREENINGS SALE ON PHYSICAL MEDIA (pm) DISTRIBUTION  VIA ELECTRONIC SERVICES 
ON DEMAND OR BY SUBSCRIPTION (esds)  

(sale/rental/subscription) 
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Holders of exploi-

tation rights 

 

 

 

Distributors 

Art. 23 FiA Registration requirement 

Art. 27 FiA Infringement of the registration re-

quirement 

Art. 14 FiO Registration requirement 

Art. 15 FiO Reporting requirement for production 

companies in receipt of support and distributors  

Holders of exploitation rights (pm) 

Art. 16a para. 5 FiO Registration requirement for 

companies that exploit films in order to use the 

works outside cinemas. 

Holders of exploitation rights (esds) 

Art. 16a para 5 FiO Registration requirement for 

companies that exploit films in order to use the 

works outside cinemas. 

End-user provid-

ers 

 

 

Projection companies 

Art. 23 FiA Registration requirement 

Art. 27 FiA Infringement of the registration re-

quirement 

Art. 14 FiO Registration requirement 

Companies selling films on pm 

Art. 16a para 5 FiO Registration requirement for 

companies that exploit films in order to use the 

works outside cinemas. 

Companies offering films via esds 

Art. 16a para. 5 FiO Registration requirement for 

companies that exploit films in order to use the 

works outside cinemas. 

 
 
* FiA: 443.1, Federal Act of 14 December 2001 on Film Production and Film Culture (Film Act, FiA), (as of 1 July 2016): https://www.admin.ch/opc/de/classified-compila-
tion/20001389/201607010000/443.1.pdf  
* FiO: 443.11, Film Ordinance (FiO) of 3 July 2002 (as of 1 January 2016): https://www.admin.ch/opc/de/classified-compilation/20021129/201601010000/443.11.pdf  

https://www.admin.ch/opc/de/classified-compilation/20001389/201607010000/443.1.pdf
https://www.admin.ch/opc/de/classified-compilation/20001389/201607010000/443.1.pdf
https://www.admin.ch/opc/de/classified-compilation/20021129/201601010000/443.11.pdf
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Exploitation of films: Statutory reporting requirement 
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1 Holders of exploitation 
rights 
 
 

 

Distributors and other rights’ holders 
Art. 16a FiO – Reporting requirement 
Art. 24 para. 2 FiA – Monthly reporting requirement 
Art. 28 FiA – Infringement of the reporting requirement  
Art. 29 FiA – Infringement of the provision on linguistic diversity 
Art. 15 FiO – Reporting requirement for production companies in receipt of support and distributors 

Inhaber der Verwertungsrechte TbT 
Art. 24 Abs. 3bis FiG jährliche Meldepflicht 
Art. 28 FiG Widerhandlung gegen die Melde-
pflicht  
Art. 16a FiV Meldepflichten für Unternehmen, 
die Filme ausserhalb der Kinos verwerten 
 

Inhaber der Verwertungsrechte eAA 
Art. 24 Abs. 3bis FiG jährliche Meldepflicht 
Art. 28 FiG Widerhandlung gegen die Melde-
pflicht  
Art. 16a FiV Meldepflichten für Unternehmen, 
die Filme ausserhalb der Kinos verwerten 
 

2 End-user providers 

 

 

Projection companies 

Art. 24 para. 3 FiA weekly or monthly reporting 

requirement 

Art. 28 FiA Infringement of the reporting require-

ment 

Art. 16 FiO Reporting requirement for projection 

companies 

Companies selling films on pm 

Art. 16a para. 5 FiO Registration requirement 

for companies that exploit films in order to use 

the works outside cinemas. 

Art. 24 para. 3bis FiA – Annual reporting re-

quirement 

Art. 28 FiA Infringement of the reporting require-

ment 

 

Companies offering films via esds 

Art. 16a para. 5 FiO Registration requirement 

for companies that exploit films in order to use 

the works outside cinemas.  

Art. 24 para. 3bis FiA Annual reporting require-

ment 

Art. 28 FiA Infringement of the reporting require-

ment 

 

 
 

 


